
1 

CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

 

Summary bio 
 

     
Steven D. Pearson, MD, MSc, FRCP is the Founder and President of the Institute for Clinical and 

Economic Review (ICER).  ICER is a leader in bringing stakeholders together to collaborate in the evaluation 

of the comparative effectiveness of medical interventions.  The Institute also helps translate comparative 

effectiveness information into distinctive formats for patients, clinicians, and policy makers to enable them to 

make better use of evidence throughout the health care system.  Through its reports and its work with 

stakeholders to translate evidence into action, ICER seeks to achieve its ultimate mission of informing public 

policy and spurring innovation in the use of evidence to improve the value of health care for all. 

Dr. Pearson is a Lecturer in the Department of Population Medicine at Harvard Medical School and 

also serves as Visiting Scientist in the Department of Bioethics at the National Institutes of Health.  He 

attended UCSF School of Medicine, completed his residency in internal medicine at Brigham and Women’s 

Hospital in Boston, and obtained a Master of Science Degree in Health Policy and Management at the Harvard 

School of Public Health.  An internist, health services researcher, and ethicist, Dr. Pearson has served in many 

advisory and leadership roles in academia and government.  In 2004 he was awarded an Atlantic Fellowship 

from the British Government and chose to serve as Senior Fellow at the National Institute for Health and 

Clinical Excellence (NICE).  Returning to the United States in 2005 he was asked to serve for one year as 

Special Advisor, Technology and Coverage Policy, within the Coverage and Analysis Group at the Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services.  He has also served as Senior Fellow at America’s Health Insurance Plans, 

as the Vice Chair of the Medicare Evidence Development and Coverage Advisory Committee (MedCAC), and 

as a Member of the Board of Directors of Health Technology Assessment International (HTAi).  Dr. Pearson 

continues today to be active in various roles related to comparative effectiveness research and policy, 

including the AcademyHealth Methods Council, and the National Institutes of Health Comparative 

Effectiveness Research Steering Committee.   

Dr. Pearson’s ongoing academic work combines efforts in comparative effectiveness research, health 

policy, and bioethics.  His published work includes numerous articles and commentaries on the role of 

evidence in the health care system, and the book No Margin, No Mission: Health Care Organizations and the 

Quest for Ethical Excellence, published by Oxford University Press. 
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Group.  Biomarker tests for the diagnosis of Alzheimer's disease: Generating evidence to inform 

insurance coverage determinations.  Alzheimers Dement. 2013 Nov;9(6):745-52.  PMID: 24094912. 

 

93.  Emond SK, Ollendorf DA, Colby JA, Reed SJ, Pearson SD.  Evaluating the evidence on 

comparative effectiveness and value of management options for treatment-resistant depression.   

Postgrad Med. 2013 Nov;125(6):7-16.  PMID: 24200756. 

 

94.  Ollendorf DA, Migliaccio-Walle K, Colby JA, Pearson SD.  Management options for children 

with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder: a regional perspective on value.  J Comp Eff Res. 2013 

May;2(3):261-71.  PMID:  24236625. 

 

95.  Ollendorf DA, Colby JA, Pearson SD.  Comparative effectiveness of anti-VEGF agents for 

diabetic macular edema.  Int J Technol Assess Health Care. 2013 Oct;29(4):392-401.  PMID:  

24290332. 

 

96.  Ollendorf DA, Pearson SD.  Through the looking glass: making the design and output of 

economic models useful for setting medical policy.  J Comp Eff Res. 2014 Jan;3(1):53-61.  PMID:  

24345257. 

 

97.  Nayak RK, Pearson SD, Miller FG.  Cost-related motivations for conducting research: 

participants should be informed.  JAMA. 2014 Apr 16;311(15):1491-2.  Erratum in: JAMA. 2014 

Aug 27;312(8):848.  PMID:  24615527. 

 

98.  Gliwa C, Pearson SD.  Evidentiary rationales for the Choosing Wisely Top 5 lists. 

JAMA. 2014 Apr 9;311(14):1443-4.  PMID:  24715077. 

 

99.  Ollendorf DA, Tice JA, Pearson SD.  The comparative clinical effectiveness and value of 

simeprevir and sofosbuvir for chronic hepatitis C virus infection.  JAMA Intern Med. 2014 

Jul;174(7):1170-1.  PMID:  24798321. 

 

100.  Nayak RK, Pearson SD.  The Ethics Of ‘Fail First:  Guidelines And Practical 

Scenarios For Step Therapy Coverage Policies.  Health Affairs 2014; 33(10):1779-85.   

PMID: 25288422. 
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Reviews, Chapters, and Editorials: 

 

1.  Barton MB, Pearson SD.  Principles and practice of case-mix adjustment.  Journal of the Irish 

Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons 1996;25:119-123. 

 

2.  Ozar D, Berg J, Werhane PH, Emanuel L, for the National Working Group on Health Care 

Organizational Ethics (Pearson SD, member).  Organizational Ethics in Health Care: Toward a Model 

for Ethical Decision Making by Provider Organizations.  American Medical Association, 2000. 

 

3.  Pearson, SD.  Et Tu, Critical Pathways?  Am J Med. 1999 Oct;107(4):397-8. 

 

4.  Pearson SD, Lee TH.  Critical Pathways as Guidelines: Issues in Development, Application, and 

Measurement.  In: Casanova JE, ed.  Tools for the Task: the Role of Clinical Guidelines.  Tampa, 

American College of Physician Executives, 1997. 

 

5.  Pearson SD.  Standards of Evidence.  In Olsen L, Aisner, McGinnis JM.  The Learning Healthcare 

System.  Institute of Medicine.  The National Academies Press, Washington, DC., 2007. 

 

6.  Pearson SD.  From Better Evidence to Better Care: Using Comparative Effectiveness Research to 

Guide Practice and Policy.  In: Implementing Comparative Effectiveness Research: Priorities, 

Methods, and Impact.  The Brookings Institution, Washington, DC., 2009. 

 

7.  Littlejohns P, Chalkidou K, Wyatt J, Pearson SD.  Assessing evidence and prioritizing clinical and 

public health guidance recommendations: the NICE way.  In Killoran A, Kelly MP, ed.  Evidence-

based Public Health: Effectiveness and efficiency.  Oxford University Press: New York, 2010. 

 

8.  Pearson SD.  Approaches to Improving Value: Coverage and Reimbursement.  In: Value in Health 

Care.  Accounting for Cost, Quality, Safety, Outcomes, and Innovation.  Institute of Medicine.  The 

National Academies Press, Washington, DC., 2010. 

 

9.  Emanuel EJ, Pearson SD.  It Costs More, but Is It Worth More?  New York Times, January 3, 

2012.  Available at http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/01/02/it-costs-more-but-is-it-worth-

more/?hp. 

 

10.  Pearson SD.  The Ethics of Accountable Care Organizations.  In: Fair Resource Allocation and 

Rationing at the Bedside.  Marion Danis, Samia Hurst, Len Fleck, Reidun Forde, and Anne Slowther, 

editors.  Oxford University Press, 2014. 
 

 

http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/01/02/it-costs-more-but-is-it-worth-more/?hp
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Health Technology Assessment Reports  

 

Available at http://www.icer-review.org/index.php/Table/Completed-Appraisals/ 

 

1.  Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT) for Localized Prostate Cancer.  November 23, 

2007. 

 

2.  CT Colonography.  January 27, 2008. 

  

3.  Brachytherapy and Proton Beam Therapy for Clinically Localized, Low-Risk Prostate Cancer.  

December 22, 2008. 

 

4.  Coronary Computed Tomographic Angiography.  January 9, 2009. 

 

5.  Active Surveillance and Radical Prostatectomy for Clinically Localized, Low-Risk Prostate 

Cancer.  September 11, 2009. 

 

6.  Management Options for Low-Risk Prostate Cancer.  January 5, 2010. 

 

7.  Atrial Fibrillation Management Options.  September 24, 2010. 

 

8.  Management Options for Low Back Disorders.  June 24, 2011. 

 

9.  Non-pharmacologic Interventions for Treatment-Resistant Depression in Adults.   

December 9, 2011. 

 

10.  Anti-VEGF Treatment Options for Diabetic Macular Edema.  May 30, 2012. 

 

11.  Treatments for Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder.  June 1, 2012. 

 

12.  Diagnostic Testing for Alzheimer’s Disease.  December 10, 2012. 

 

13.  Diagnosis and Treatment of Obstructive Sleep Apnea in Adults.  January 2013. 

 

14.  Cervical Fusion for Degenerative Disc Disease.  May 2013. 

 

15.  Community Health Workers.  June 2013. 

 

16.  Cardiac Nuclear Imaging.  September 2013. 

 

17.  Supplemental Breast Cancer Screening for Women with Dense Breast Tissue.  October 2013. 

 

18.  Proton Beam Therapy, May 2014 

 

http://www.icer-review.org/index.php/Completed-Appraisals/imrt.html
http://www.icer-review.org/index.php/Completed-Appraisals/ctc.html
http://www.icer-review.org/index.php/Completed-Appraisals/ctc.html
http://www.icer-review.org/index.php/Completed-Appraisals/bt-pbt.html
http://www.icer-review.org/index.php/Completed-Appraisals/ccta.html
http://www.icer-review.org/index.php/Completed-Appraisals/as-rp.html
http://www.icer-review.org/index.php/Completed-Appraisals/as-rp.html
http://www.icer-review.org/index.php/Completed-Appraisals/mgmtoptionlrpc.html
http://www.icer-review.org/index.php/Completed-Appraisals/a-fib-appraisal-1209.html
http://www.icer-review.org/index.php/Completed-Appraisals/lbp-appraisal-052010.html
http://www.icer-review.org/index.php/Completed-Appraisals/dme.html
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19.  The Comparative Clinical Effectiveness and Value of Simeprevir and Sofosbuvir in the 

Treatment of Chronic Hepatitis C Infection, April 2014. 

 

20.  Controversies in Migraine Management, June 2014. 

 

21.  Management of Patients with Opioid Dependence:  A Review of Clinical, Delivery System, and  

Policy Options, July 2014. 

 

22.  Management Options for Patients with Type II Diabetes Mellitus, October 2014. 

 

 

 

 

Books: 

 

1.  Pearson SD, Sabin JE, Emanuel EJ.  No Margin, No Mission: Health Care Organizations and the 

Quest for Ethical Excellence.  Oxford University Press: New York, 2003.  
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